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Quote of the Month #1  
 
Real Salt Lake officials 
were "pretty ambitious to 
blow into town and ask 
for all these things before 
playing their first game."   
 
Salt Lake City Councilman 
Dave Buhler commenting on 
RSL inability to defeat legisla-
tion prohibiting RDA subsidies 
for stadiums. 
Source: Salt Lake Tribune 3/4/05 

eral fund before the recession. 
The Rainy Day Fund, which peaked at $120 million in FY2001 and decreased to $20 million in 

FY2002, will reach $109 million in FY2006 ($37 million for education and $72 million for general 
fund.) 

The FY2006 budget does not rely on bonding for capital projects. 
    

Legislative Recap  – Taxpayers Win on Most Issues 
Click here to review bill texts 

 Tax Cuts  
The Legislature approved HB78 (Harper) that allows C-corporations to elect between the exist 

ing evenly weighted three-factor apportionment or double weighted sales factor 
apportionment for state corporate income tax purposes. This is expected to reduce 
corporate income taxes by $7 million per year. Most states are currently using 
apportionment factors that place heavier weighting on sales factor. Utah exporters 
such as manufacturing, IT, and mining are disadvantaged under Utah’s current 
evenly weighted three-factor apportionment due to other states placing heavier em-
phasis on sales factor. In many cases, these Utah-based multi-state exporters have 
more than 100% of corporate profits subject to state income taxes when state taxable 

income from all states is considered . With heavier emphasis on sales factor, Utah exporters will be 
more competitive with their out-of-state rivals.  

SB 13 (Stephenson) Provides a tax benefit for the 2005 tax year for national guard members 
and reservists called to active duty.  The measure provides for subtraction of $2,200 of taxable in-
come which amounts to a total one-year tax cut of $1.1 million.   

 Tax and Fee Hikes  
SB8 (Kilpack) allows counties to impose a $10 per year motor vehicle registration fee that will 

be earmarked for transportation corridor preservation. If 
all Utah counties impose this fee, total impact to taxpayers 
will be about $17 million per year. Most likely, fast grow-
ing urban counties along the Wasatch Front as well as 
Washington County will impose this fee, which will result 
in a slightly lower fee increase of roughly $14 million. The 
bill was passed 20 minutes before midnight on the last 
night of the session. 

Officially, the Legislature did not increase individual 
income taxes this year, but due to the lack of indexing on 
income tax brackets for inflation, Utahns will be paying an 
additional $4 million in income taxes next year. 

 RDA Reform 
A broad coalition of groups including your Taxpayers 

Association, the Utah Association of Counties, citizens 
groups, and the UEA teachers union and other education 
groups, banded together to advocate for RDA reform. SB184 (Bramble) enacted the following re-
forms 

�x Prohibits RDAs funds for stadiums, convention centers, and cultural facilities 
�x Prohibits RDAs from using eminent domain 
�x Prohibits RDA extensions (time and size) 
�x Imposes one-year moratorium on new retail RDAs (those RDAs whose blight studies were author-

ized before February 15th  are exempt from moratorium) 
Strangely, many of the Legislature’s most strident anti-business members resisted even minor 

attempts to curtail RDAs, rationalizing somehow that subsidizing soccer stadiums and Wal-marts 
made more sense than cutting taxes for high-wage exporting industries like manufacturing, min-
ing, and IT. 

 State Employee Accrued Sick Leave Conversion  
HB213 (D. Clark) will save taxpayers millions of dollars by changing how state employees con-

vert accrued sick leave at retirement. Under current law, retiring state employees can convert eight 
hours of accrued sick leave (after 480-hour deduction and any “cash out”) into one month of 
health insurance coverage. With HB213, 25% of accrued sick leave will be transferred into the em-
ployee’s 401(k) based on the employee’s hourly wage and the remaining hours – after deductions, 
which are phased out after 2012 – will be distributed to a Medical Savings Account. 

The conversion of accrued sick leave to health insurance cost the state $8.8 million in FY2001. 
This conversion will cost the state $16.3 million in FY2005, a 16.7% annualized increase. Within 
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Quote of the Month #2  
“It would be nice if the 
county could take a mul-
ligan on that purchase, 
but it appears that county 
officials will have to play 
this one where it lies” 
 
Salt Lake Tribune  editorial on 
Salt Lake County’s South 
Mountain Golf Course which is 
a financial drain on the county. 
A golf task force has been cre-
ated to look at the problem. 
Source: Salt Lake Tribune 3/7/05 

ten years, the cost would have quadrupled. This rapid growth is being driven by inflation in health 
care costs and growth in the number of employees retiring. Without HB213, taxpayers would have 
been faced with significant tax increases, or state employees would have been forced to forgo pay 
raises. 

HB213 allows sick leave that is accrued prior to 31 December 2005 to be converted under the 
existing formula (with very minor changes due to IRS mandates). Sick leave accrued after 1 Janu-
ary 2006 will be transferred to 401(k) accounts and medical savings accounts based on employee 
ending rate of pay. State employees will continue to receive 104 hours of sick leave per year.  

State taxpayers are treating state government employees fairly, despite an absence of pay 
raises in recent years due to a struggling economy that has caused pain for taxpayers and 
state employees alike. Utah is one of a small group of states where taxpayers still pay 100% of state 
employee retirement costs. State workers will continue to receive about 104 hours sick leave per 
year. 

 Streamlined Sales Tax (SST) 
The Legislature passed two SST bills this year: 

SB127 (Hillyard) and HB107 (Harper). SB127 repealed 
tax increases from last year’s SST bill. SB127 repealed 
the following sales tax increases (which were never im-
plemented due to the Legislature’s decision to delay im-
plementation in last June’s special session), which in-
cluded: automobile rebates, installation and repair of 
tangible personal property, and separately stated FOB-
origin shipping charges 

 House Rejects Tuition Tax Credit Legislation  
The House rejected tuition tax credits 

by a vote of 40 – 34, with all Democrats 
many Republicans caving into pressure 
from the UEA teachers union. HB39, 
sponsored by Rep. Jim Ferrin (R-Orem), 
would have created a means-tested 
refundable tuition tax credit with the amounts based federal reduced price lunch 
guidelines. 

Opponents of the legislation argued that education costs are fixed so school 
districts cannot reduce costs when students leave. However, fixed costs are not an issue for grow-
ing districts which will have to build scores of buildings and hire thousands of teachers to handle 
rapidly growing enrollments. Diverting a portion of this enrollment growth would allow districts to 
hire fewer teachers and build fewer and/or smaller schools. So-called fixed costs are not an issue 
for urban districts experiencing declining enrollment. The association’s analysis demonstrates that 
these declining enrollment districts like Salt Lake, Provo, Murray, and Granite have not been 
harmed by the shift in enrollment and funding that has occurred in recent years to growing dis-
tricts such as Tooele, Alpine, Nebo, and Jordan. Urban districts with declining enrollment have 
lower pupil-teacher ratios, lower property tax rates and smaller property tax increases, higher paid 
teachers, and higher instructional spending per student than growing districts and have been able 
to maintain or increase these advantages. 

Opponents argued that districts cannot reduce costs when one or two students leave, but sup-
porters and opponents agree that more than two or three students will leave otherwise no one 
would be concerned about this issue in the first place. Students that leave growing districts are not 
an issue from a fixed cost perspective, and the thousands of students that would leave declining 
enrollment districts would simply complement the existing decline in enrollment due to charter 
schools and natural demographics. 

Opponents, including some conservatives, argued that TTCs are a subsidy to middle and lower 
income families because recipients of TTCs would pay less in taxes than they would receive in tax 
credits. However, the credit amount – about $3,000 on average – is much less than the $5,862 
that taxpayers are currently spending to educate students in the public education system. There-
fore, a TTC would be a smaller subsidy than these families are currently receiving. 

Opponents argued that TTCs were a subsidy for private businesses and private schools. Taken 
to its logical conclusion, this reasoning would conclude that food stamps are subsidies to grocery 
stores and government assistance for low income families to pay utilities would be subsidies for 
Qwest, Questar, and Pacificorp. 

Opponents argued that public schools do not receive funds for students that don’t attend so 
they do not benefit financially when enrollment is reduced or enrollment growth is diverted. How-
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ever, opponents refuse to acknowledge that these students impose costs on school district, except 
when the Legislature is determining next year’s Minimum School Program funding. 

Various models were used to demonstrate the impact of TTCs on public education. Most of the 
models grossly underestimated the variable costs of educating students in Utah public schools. In 
one case, opponents created a model that did not consider the cost savings beyond the first year of 
students leaving to private schools due to TTCs but continued to include the amount of tax credits 
claimed in those same years. To view a Cato Institute article on TTC’s in Utah click here 
http://www.cato.org/pub_display.php?pub_id=3698 

 
Other Tax Legislation Approved by Legislature 

SB23 (Bramble) changes taxation of recreation vehicles from ad valorem to age-based fee. 
HB54 (Shurtliff) Reduces tax rate on fair market value of motor homes from 1.5% to 1.25% in 

January 2006 and to 1.0% in January 2008. 
SB 54 (Stephenson) Amends the property tax confidentiality statute to provide training of tax 

commission and county employees regarding their legal obligation to protect proprietary informa-
tion related to the assessment of business properties. Also provides that a government employee 
who intentionally discloses commercial information is guilty of a class A misdemeanor. 

SB 128 (Stephenson) Provides that taxpayers receive interest on tax overpayments when 
amended returns are filed, just as they are already required to pay interest on tax underpayments.  
This amendment was suggested by the Tax Commission. 

SB 133 (Stephenson) Gives the Tax Commission authority to write rules allowing that partner-
ship returns are not required to be mailed to the Commission.  This is appropriate since the Com-
mission does not have the means to receive electronic partnership returns, the 1065 (k-1) returns 
are only informational, and the taxes are actually paid at the individual level.  

SB 161 (Stephenson) Changes the statewide assessing and collecting property tax levy by low-
ering the statewide portion and increasing the local option portion.  This transfer is intended to 
ensure greater accountability by reducing the socialized component of the tax.  This legislation was 
recommended by the Utah Association of Counties. 

SB 194 (Stephenson) Clarifies sales tax exemption on electronically provided mailing lists.  The 
Tax Commission had begun to collect the tax on electronic lists while providing the exemption for 
printed lists. 

SB 209 (Bramble) Provides an exemption to the public notice and public hearing requirements 
of the Truth-in-Taxation statute when municipalities form interlocal cooperation agreements to 
provide fire protection, emergency, and emergency medical services when the tax rate has been 
approved by voters. 

HB 142 (Hughes) Requires initiative petitions to clearly state in bold ,  large font text the 
amount taxes, and debt would increase if the initiative were passed. This bill was passed in re-
sponse to Initiative 1 in 2004 where voters signed the petition for “clean air, clean water, and open 
space” without being notified that taxes would be increased by $195 million. 

HB 188 (Johnson) Provides $5 million in signing bonuses and scholarships to attract new 
mathematics, science, or information technology teachers and special education teachers.  This 
supports your Taxpayers Association’s efforts to compensate teachers based on principles of the 
marketplace.  Another benefit of this program will be to ensure that Utah high schools produce 
more graduates qualified to enroll in engineering and science college programs, thereby enhancing 
Utah’s economy with a more qualified workforce.  
 
Other Tax Legislation Rejected by legislature 

HB152 (Buttars) This bill would have allowed certain counties to impose a voter-approved 
1/8% sales tax increase earmarked for open space preservation and recreation centers. The bill 
passed in committee but was not heard on the House floor. 

SB183 (Bell) Proposed to increase maximum mass transit sales tax from ½ cent to ¾ cent. 
Using “county parity” as justification, this bill would have allowed counties with mass transit sys-
tems to impose an additional (third) 0.25% sales tax increase. Currently, Weber and Davis Coun-
ties have imposed two 0.25% sales taxes (0.50% total) that are earmarked for mass transit. Salt 
Lake County has 7/16% sales tax earmarked for mass transit and 1/16% earmarked for roads 
(0.50% total). Utah County has earmarked 0.25% for mass transit and intends to earmark, pending 
voter approval, a second 0.25% for roads for a total of 0.50%. 

Proponents of SB183 argued that Weber and Davis have not had the option to impose a 0.25% 
sales tax for roads like Utah County has. Therefore, they argued that the only solution was to allow 
counties to impose a third 0.25% sales tax which could be used for roads. SB183 was later substi-
tuted, but had it passed in its original form, annual sales taxes could have increased by $41 million 
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in Salt Lake county, $12 million in Utah county, $7 million in Weber County, and $8 million in 
Davis County.  

SB63 (Evans) Would have given counties 25% of the severance taxes collected on oil and gas to 
the county in which it was extracted. 

HB18 (Lockhart) The Senate ran out of time and did not consider HB18, a proposal that would 
have earmarked general sales taxes from automobile-related purchases to fund transportation pro-
jects. This bill set a precedent by rationalizing the earmarking of general sales tax revenues to spe-
cific projects based on the notion that since automobiles are driven on roads that road funding 
should be supported by auto-related general sales taxes.  

Taken to its logical conclusion, general sales taxes on all items could be earmarked for specific 
government programs: 

- restaurant meals earmarked for county health inspection 
- fishing and recreation equipment earmarked for state and local parks 
- paper and other items earmarked for landfills 
User fees must be earmarked to cover the costs of providing services that are associated with 

the fees, but general sales tax revenues should not be earmarked.  
However HB18 has several positive features that override these policy concerns including: 
- slowing the growth of general government by using general revenues for capital projects 
- creating a “working” rainy day fund 
- reducing the pressure to increase already high transportation taxes by redirecting general 

fund revenues. 
 
                          My Corner- by Howard Stephenson    

Understanding Governor Huntsman   
It was interesting during the recent Utah legislative session to watch the four 

new top state officials in action: Governor Jon M. Huntsman Jr., Lt. Governor Gary 
Herbert, Senate President John Valentine, and House Speaker Greg Curtis.  While 
there was some game-playing between the two houses, the four new leaders showed 

an ability to work together to achieve some pretty good things for a pretty great state. 
 Comparing Governors  

Some observers are already pointing to the differences between Governors Leavitt, Walker, 
and Huntsman.  Leavitt privately said he would rather be loved than feared, yet he had more than 
a few bare-knuckled fist-fights to get his way with the legislature.  These tiffs rarely made the press.  
In Olene Walker’s single session of the legislature, this grandmotherly Governor showed herself to 
be a backroom negotiator with all the gentleness of a junk-yard dog as she won passage of her $30 
million reading program and other favorite programs. 

Jon M. Huntsman on the other hand accurately describes himself as a trained diplomat but a 
poor politician.  There are many who hoped he would crack heads and win passage of tuition tax 
credits, but the measure narrowly failed in the House.  He did work on swinging votes, but few feel 
there will be any price to be paid by four representatives who told him they would vote for tax cred-
its and twenty minutes later voted against them.  Many are wondering if Huntsman’s kind, diplo-
matic approach will really work in pushing his agenda through the legislature or whether he will 
have to learn some fighting skills to get through a four-year term. 

Diplomacy must be working so far, however, since Huntsman got nearly all of his 2005 agenda 
through the legislature. 
Huntsman, the Fiscal Conservative  

Mike Leavitt has the dubious distinction of presiding over an administration which grew state 
government faster than any other state.  Consequently, legislative leaders were surprised by the re-
action of Governor Jon M. Huntsman, Jr. to budget news mid-way through the recent legislative 
session that there were $48 million more than earlier projections in one-time surpluses and $74 
million more in ongoing monies. Altogether, the state had $398 million in new, ongoing revenues 
and $285 million in one-time surpluses for a record-setting total of $683 million. 
 Based on past experience, the Governor would put the pressure on legislative leaders to spend all 
of the new money, and to spend it his way.  Past governors by this stage of the legislative session 
presented legislators with new lists of “hot spots” which simply had to be funded.  By this stage, 
past governors played hard-ball, saying the people and the media were on the side of higher spend-
ing, and warned of dire political consequences if the legislature didn’t agree. 

Only seven weeks into his administration Governor Huntsman showed that he is a true fiscal 
conservative.  Instead of seeking more spending, he announced that he had decided to trim his 
original budget.  He said he had decided to eliminate all of his “B” requests and all “C” requests 
and reduce the size of some of his “A” requests. 
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With the new revenue projections Huntsman supported the House proposal to prevent grow-
ing government by socking away $120 million of general fund revenues to the transportation fund. 
Huntsman also recommended putting $35 million off limits for growing government by placing it 
in the state Rainy Day Fund. 
There have been other pleasant surprises with this new governor.  
Economic Development  

Huntsman fired the 
unproductive Division of 
Business & Economic 
Development staff and 
brought a leaner staff di-
rectly into the Gover-
nor’s office, demonstrat-
ing his commitment to 
truly be the “Economic 
Development Governor.”  
I’ve re-read the eco-
nomic development plan 
he published during his 
political campaign. Usu-
ally these pieces are 
more campaign rhetoric 
than substance, but in 
this case Huntsman is 
actually following his 
ten-point plan – and he’s 
making a difference. 
-He has already met one-
on-one with over fifteen 
CEO’s regarding expan-
sion and relocation plans 
to Utah. 
- He hosted several in-
dustry round tables to 
discuss targeted indus-
tries and branding. 
- He hosted a group of 
sixteen of the country’s 
top site selectors that 
represent many Fortune 
500 companies. 
- He pushed vigorously 
for a $10 million appro-
priation to “brand” Utah 
as a tourism destination. 
- He’s forming a com-
prehensive regulatory 
task force with the intent 
to streamline Utah’s 
business regulations and 
eliminate unnecessary 
regulations.  He’s plan-
ning a business summit 
later this spring to learn 
from Utah businesses 
which state regulations 
are the greatest hinderance to business success and growth   
- He has initiated discussion for major tax reform including the refinement and phasing out of the 
corporate income tax.  
Education  

He’s eliminated the position of full-time paid education deputy in his office and split the duties 
between two volunteers – one of whom is former congressional candidate and White House aide 
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2005 Key Legislation Box Score 
Wins- 10 Losses- 2 

Sponsor/   
Number 

Senate Win/ 
Loss 

Bell          
SB183 

Bill would allow for an additional 1/4 cent county option tax to use 
for transit or roads.                                                                          

UTA Position                     Legislative Action  

Win 

Hillyard    
SB127 

Fixes unintentional tax increases that Streamlined Sales Tax 
would cause                              

     UTA Position                     Legislative Action  

Win 

Bramble 
SB195 

Repeal of corporate income tax                                                         

    UTA Position                     Legislative Action  

Loss 

Bramble   
SB184 

Restricts RDAs from being used for stadiums; can no longer use 
eminent domain. Places 1yr moratorium. Prohibits RDA exten-
sions.                                                                      

 UTA Position                     Legislative Action  

Win 

House  
Buttars   

HB152 
Would allow for local option sales tax to preserve open space         

UTA Position                      Legislative Action  

Win 

Ferrin     
HB039 

The bill would allow a means tested tuition tax credit for parents 
to send their students to private schools                                          

 UTA Position                     Legislative Action              

Loss 

Harper 
HB78 

Allows optional double weighting sales factor for corporate in-
come taxes                                         

  UTA Position                     Legislative Action  

Win 

Hughes   
HB142 

Requires initiative petitions to disclose the fiscal impact of the 
initiative if passed.                                                                            

UTA Position                     Legislative Action  

Win 

Clark,D   
HB213 

Changed how state workers can convert their accrued sick leave    

   UTA Position                     Legislative Action  

Win 

Johnson 
HB188 

Provides $5 million in signing bonuses to attract teachers in  
critical areas.  

 UTA Position                       Legislative Action  

Win 

Harper    
HB107 

Delays Streamlined Sales Tax until software is certified. Gover-
nor would then call a special session.                                              

UTA Position                     Legislative Action  

Win 

Newbold 
HB249 

Gives a tax credit for parents to send special needs students to 
private schools.                                                                                

UTA Position                    Legislative Action  

Win 
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Tim Bridgewater who is a strong advocate for tuition tax credits and knows his way around the 
Washington education establishment.  Huntsman pushed vigorously for passage of tuition tax 
credit legislation to empower parents to exercise greater control over their children’s education. 
 Ethics  

The Governor decided to sell all of his stock in his family’s $9.5 billion family chemical firm 
and will be paying millions of dollars in state capital gains taxes.  Surely tax advisors warned him 
of ways to avoid Utah taxes.  Some other Utah millionaires have gone to extraordinary efforts to 
avoid paying Utah’s 7% tax on their capital gains. 
Streamlined Government  

I’m wondering if part of the reason Huntsman doesn’t have the typical “hot spot” lists of past 
governors is his firing of those in the Economic Development Office and his announced intent to 
look to further streamline government by restructuring the administration of  state’s entire Infor-
mation Technology system.  Could it be the other agencies haven’t dared to make their appeals for 
funding hot spots out of concern their agencies may also come under greater scrutiny?   
 New Kids on the Block  

Many people have wondered why Governor Huntsman’s top staff doesn’t include the typical 
seasoned managers other governors have tapped.  Some have thought he’s not smart bringing 
young newcomers on as his top advisors.  After all, isn’t it best for a Governor with no prior gov-
ernment experience to have advisors who know their way around state government?  Legislators 
and others have told me he was dumb to do this. 
     I think he’s dumb like a fox.  If he had seasoned old-timers advising him, they’d be constantly 
telling him why he “can’t do it that way” and how “we already tried that before,” and “be careful 
with the media.”  These fresh minds on his staff are not holding him back in achieving his bold 
plans for economic development, education, transportation, and environment. 

 I’ve never been more favorably impressed with the early track record of any new elected offi-
cial. So far, he’s the best governor I’ve known.  

2005 Utah Legislative Task Forces  
The 2005 Utah Legislature established five task forces to study various issues during the up-

coming interim.  The task forces relating to tourism and tax reform are prompted by Governor 
Huntsman’s economic development plans.  A sixth task force formed in 2004 will continue to 
study water issues through November 2005. 

Highway Jurisdictional Transfer Task Force  (SB 25 - Walker) – to review and make 
recommendations on the transfer of highways from the state to counties and municipalities and 
from counties and municipalities to the state.  The task force is comprised of three senators and 
three representatives as voting members and as non-voting members, a representative from 
UDOT, and two representatives each from metropolitan planning organizations, counties, and 
municipalities.  This is a one-year task force which expires November 30, 2005. 

Privately Owned Health Care Organization (IHC) Task Force  (SB 61 - Waddoups) – 
to study the tax exempt status of Intermountain Health Care, the definition of charitable care and 
competitive practices of IHC.  The task force is made up of six members of the senate and nine 
members of the house.  The two-year task force expires November 30, 2006. 

Tax Reform Task Force  (SB 153 – Bramble) – to review and make recommendations on is-
sues relating to tax reform in the state as determined by the task force.  The four senate members, 
seven house members and two members appointed by the governor will meet until November 30, 
2005. 

Tourism Task Force  (HB 57 - Ure) – to study tourism promotion in Utah including how to 
get tourists to stay longer and spend more money while they’re here.  The five members of the sen-
ate and seven members of the house will meet until November 30, 2005. 

Government Records Access and Management Task Force  ( HB 75 – Aagard) – to 
study the management of confidential information held by government, whether government 
should be required to provide an electronic compilation of records, and whether government may 
charge fair market value for providing a record.  The five senate members and seven house mem-
bers will meet until November 30, 2005.  

Water Issues Task Force  (HB 247 – 2004 – Styler) – to study water rights and water con-
servation and management.  The five senate members and eight house members began meeting in 
2004 and will end their study by November 30, 2005. 

Legislative Master Study List 
Every year the legislature passes a Master Study List which directs the legislative interim 

committees which important issues need to be studied for further legislative action. These interim 
committees meet once a month, typically on the third Wednesday. Several tax and spending re-
lated issues were included in the study list. The following is a summary of the tax and spending re-
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lated items which will be studied.  
School Building Costs  – to study the cost of constructing school buildings  
WPU and Charter Schools  – to study adjustment of the WPU formula for funding charter 
school administration. 
Zero Base Budgeting  – to study whether an analysis of zero base budgeting should be con-
ducted by an entity outside of government. 
Administration of Personal Property Taxes  -  to study the administration , assessment, and 
collection of property taxes on personal property, including a review of minimum taxes for small 
businesses, exemption of supplies, filing requirements, forms, and other aspects of administra-
tion.. 
Charitable Contributions on Income Tax  Returns – to study the proliferation of income tax 
return check offs and whether tax return design requirements impact contribution. 
Comprehensive Tuition Tax Credits Study  – to study tuition tax credits with objective meas-
urement of certain criteria and an analysis of what other states have done and what could be done 
in Utah. 
Enterprise Zones Tax Credit  – to study issues related to eligibility criteria for an enterprise 
zone tax credit. 
Equipment Tax  Exemption – to study a sales and use tax exemption for material handling 
equipment. 
Fiscal Impact of Illegal Aliens  – to study the fiscal impact of illegal aliens on state taxes and 
expenditures. 
Individual Income Tax Contributions  – to study the current contributions that are available 
under the individual income tax. 
Past Due Property Taxes  – to study and review the interest and penalties on past due property 
taxes. 
Property Tax Burden on Seniors  – to study whether to amend the Utah Constitution to au-
thorize the Legislature to adjust property tax laws so that the property taxes paid by seniors do not 
become overly burdensome. 
Property Tax on Propane Tanks  – to study personal property taxes on propane tanks and why 
some counties provide exemptions from personal property taxes and others do not. 
Sales and Use Tax Exemption  – to study manufacturer’s sales and use tax exemption relating 
to materials used in production. 
Tax Collections  – to study how assessing and collecting taxes on personal property is adminis-
tered. 
Tax Credits  – to study issues related to earned income tax credits. 
Taxing Practices of Special Districts for Water  -  to study the taxing practices of special dis-
tricts related to the purchase of water. 
Actual Costs of Roads  – to study the real costs of building and maintaining roads (interstate, 
county, etc.), including not only out-of-pocket expenses but also overhead costs per mile for differ-
ent types of roads in the state. 
Transportation Funding Strategies  – to study innovative transportation financing strategies, 
including how to leverage and expand the public resources by encourageing private investment in 
transportation solutions, how to create innovative financial structuring that creates nontraditional 
funding sources rather than relying on state and federal gas tax revenues, and how to accelerate 
transportation projects, reduce costs, and reduce risk to the state and to the Department of Trans-
portation. 

Heard on the Senate Floor 
During the 2005 General Session:   

 
"Even a broken clock is right twice a day."  Senator Ed Mayne referring to his nemesis,  

Salt Lake Mayor Rocky Anderson.  
 
"If you don't wear a seat belt, you are a moron, but you don't need government to tell you."  

Senator Chris Buttars. 
  
"I thought by my age I'd be working on world peace, but I'm talking about mini motorcycles."  

Senator Greg Bell on HB 159, to which Senator Ron Allen replied, "You are working on world 
peace – I have neighbors that ride mini motorcycles at 3:00 a.m." 
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"I'm so pleased to speak to something I know something about."  Senator Allen Christensen 
following Senator Pete Knudson's explanation of dangers of purchasing Viagra online.  (Senator 
Christensen is a Physician.) 

  
"I was the one who always sat next to the smart girls in school."  Senator Greg Bell, to which 

his seatmate, Senator Carlene Walker responded, "He still does." 
  
"I'm not much of an outdoorsman – my Samsonite doesn't roll smoothly along the trails."  

Senator Sheldon Kilpack discussing the bill which would have allowed hunting on Antelope Island. 
  
"This bill is pure pork."  Senator Tom Hatch referring to HB 203 which added pork producers 

to the Agricultural Advisory Board 
  
"We've got the crowbar in the notch."  Senator Darin Peterson expressing disappointment at 

delaying Utah's proposal to disconnect from the federal 'No Child Left Behind' law. 
  
"My knees are shaking . . . I'm agreeing with Senator Stephenson."  Senator Ed Mayne speak-

ing in opposition to an  amendment to HB 107, proffered by Senator Lyle Hillyard, to which Sena-
tor Hillyard said, "Now I know I'm right." 

  
"It's illegal to copy it unless it's copied legally."  Senator Mark Madsen –an attorney. 
  
"It's like he's been given verbal prune juice."  Senator Sheldon Kilpack, observing that Senator 

Greg Bell -- who was somewhat quiet during the first two years of his term –has been one of the 
most eloquent and loquacious speakers in the 2005 legislative session. 
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