
 

 
www.utahtaxpayers.org 

                                                      
                                                     Volume 44      
                                            

 

 
   July 2010 

THE UTAH TAXPAYER           
A Publication of the Utah Taxpayers Association 

July 2010 
Volume 44 

 

Page 2  

My Corner: The Price of 
Liberty 

Association Staff 

Howard Stephenson President 
Royce Van Tassell   Vice President 
Jacquelyn Evans  Research Analyst 
Tyler Pace  Executive Secretary 
 

Executive Committee 

Jack Towsley  Chairman 
John Ward  Vice Chairman 
James Hewlett  Secretary 
Kathryn Hymas  Treasurer 
Mark Buchi  Legislative Chair 
Margo Provost  Immediate Past Chair 
H. Val Hafen  At Large 
Max Miller  At Large  

Page 3  

Mayor Corroon Releases 
Economic Plan 

Page 4  

Page 5  

Page 5  

STOP UTOPIA Rally: Orem 
City Center Park, July 13 

June 2010 Bond Election 
Results: Kearns Rec Center 
Bond Fails 

Page 6  

UTOPIA: No Revenues  
and No Transparency 

   Utah’s largest municipal telecom system, UTOPIA, is pining for taxpayers to 
back another round of bonding. Unfortunately, UTOPIA believes that their 
investors, aka taxpayers, shouldn’t be able to evaluate how UTOPIA plans to 
spend that money. Given this contempt for transparency, and UTOPIA’s 
abysmal record so far, the City Councils in affected cities should reject this latest 
round of bonding. 
   Regular readers of the Utah Taxpayer are all too familiar with the sad story of 
UTOPIA. Formed in 2002, UTOPIA hoped to build an all-fiber-optic telecom 
network to every resident its 11 pledging member cities (out of approximately 
240 Utah cities). To pay for that build out, UTOPIA bonded for $185 million. 
UTOPIA would pay the bond holders from subscriber revenue, and if that fell 
short, the member cities would pay the bond holders out of pledged sales tax 
revenues. 
   Your Taxpayers Association warned city councils not to join UTOPIA. Of the 
dozens of cities across the nation, from Oregon to Georgia, who have gotten 
into the telecom business, taxpayers have continuously had to pay.  
 
UTOPIA’s FY 2011 Budget 
   Like all public entities operating on a fiscal year budget, UTOPIA’s board 
recently adopted its FY 2011 budget. That budget re-emphasizes the complete 
failure UTOPIA has been, and gives no reason to believe their current trajectory 
will change. 
   As past issues of the Utah Taxpayer have noted, UTOPIA’s operating 
expenses have always exceeded their operating revenues. For FY 2010, they 
budgeted an operating loss of $2 million per month. For FY 2011, they anticipate 
a monthly operating loss of just $1.7 million. 
   That’s an improvement over last year, but hardly cause for celebration. After 
all, UTOPIA’s recent budgets have been surprisingly optimistic, particularly the 
number of subscribers they budgeted for. UTOPIA finished FY 2009 with 8,009 
paying subscribers, each paying an average of $417. Your Taxpayers 
Association has evaluated UTOPIA’s fiscal projections and attempted to 
understand their business model. However, Table 1 illustrated the fragmented 
and nonsensical nature of their projections. UTOPIA anticipated finishing FY 

2010 with 22,900 
subscribers, each of 
whom would pay an 
average of $228. 
   Unsurprisingly, 
UTOPIA has not 
achieved their 
aggressive goal of 
22,900 subscribers 
across the 11 member 
cities. In various public 
statements, they have 
acknowledged having 

Table 1: UTOPIA Subscribers and Subscriber 
Revenue, FY 2009 through FY 2011 

  
FY 2009 
(actual) 

FY 2010 
(budget) 

FY 2011 
(budget) 

Subscribers 8,009 20,900 9,200 
Subscribers 
Revenue $3,341,807 $5,218,000 $6,410,000 
Revenue Per 
Subscriber $417.26 $227.86 $696.74 

Source: Calculations by Utah Taxpayers Association using data 
from UTOPIA’s FY 2011 Budget 

Union Organizer Training: 
Thanks, But No Thanks 

Wellington City Facing 25 
Percent Budget Shortfall 
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Association President, 
Howard Stephenson 

approximately 10,000 subscribers. However, that claim seems 
curious, given that they are anticipating having only 9,200 
customers at the end of FY 2011. 
   UTOPIA has not been forthcoming with their plans to achieve 
their 2010 and 2011 goals, however several explanations are 
possible. The most obvious is that UTOPIA plans to nearly 
triple their prices from 2010 prices, since they are budgeting for 
their average subscriber to pay $698 per year in FY 2011. Given 
the competitive nature of the telecom market, and the critical 
role that discounting plays in attracting new customers, tripling 
their prices seems a curious business strategy. 
   Another possibility is that UTOPIA doesn’t yet have the 
10,000 subscribers they are claiming. With UTOPIA unwilling 
to let the public into their discussions, there’s no way to verify.    

Still a third possibility is that UTOPIA is purposefully 
budgeting conservatively. That is a possibility, but doesn’t 
explain why they are budgeting for fewer subscribers than they 
currently claim to have. 
   Regardless of the explanation, budgeting an operating loss of 
$20.2 million does not inspire confidence that UTOPIA’s next 
round of bonding will create any more success than their other 
rounds. Your Taxpayers hopes the City Councils in UTOPIA’s 
member cities will carefully evaluate these trends, and vote 
against further indebtedness for our children and 
grandchildren.  

Please see page 5 for more information on how you can help 
STOP UTOPIA and our upcoming rally on July 13, 2010. 

   July Fourth is called 
Independence Day in part 
because it is the day the thirteen 
colonies officially declared 
independence from Great 
Britain. But we often forget it is 
the day we celebrate the 
independence of each of us as 
individuals – the public 
acknowledgement that God 
made man free. 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident,” the drafters of the 
Declaration of Independence declared, “that all Men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the 
Pursuit of Happiness.” 
   This Declaration gave rise to government respect for 
individual liberty where production, consumption and 
investment were influenced by prices and profits, rather than 
by privilege and compulsion.  This individual liberty, protected 
by rule of law, free markets, and private property rights has 
produced more than two centuries of unprecedented prosperity 
which, ironically, has been widely criticized by many 
Americans who can only see its flaws but whose results are 
envied by the rest of the world. 
 
The long road to freedom 
   Living in a nation of abundance and relative peace, we too 
often forget that the rights of the individual have been denied 
throughout most of the world’s history. But thankfully, a few 
brave visionaries were willing to sacrifice all they had, 
including their lives, to advance these rights. In 1215 English 
barons threatening armed rebellion, forced King John to sign 
the Magna Carta, establishing the rights of the aristocracy and 
limiting the power of the King. In 1305 William Wallace of 
Scotland gave his life in advancing the concept of individual 
rights and in challenging the mistaken notion that the king 
could do no wrong. 
   Many others pushed the Spirit of Liberty through their 
writings and personal sacrifices.  Then, on April 19, 1775 on 
Lexington Green a shot was fired which continues to echo 
around the world. 

 
Association President  
Howard Stephenson 

My Corner: The Price of Liberty 
   The signing of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 
1776 by those pledging their lives, fortunes, and sacred honor 
proclaimed to the world that the fight for liberty had only 
begun. As I read the accounts of the winter at Valley Forge just 
20 miles from Philadelphia – the capital and most important 
city in the Union which had been captured by the British – I am 
amazed that the patriot soldiers did not give up. 
   The soldiers were mostly without shoes, many clothed in rags 
or with only a blanket to cover them. Rations were short and 
often dinner was only a mouthful of soup made of burnt leaves. 
Congress was unable or unwilling to supply the soldiers with 
regular wages and tales of suffering at home were frequent. 
Three years later, at West Point, the army was in worse shape 
than at Valley Forge. Hunger stalked the encampment and 
ammunition was scarce. Once again, gaunt soldiers stood 
shoeless in the snow with nothing to cover them but a blanket. 
Washington wrote: “The prospects of the Continental Army 
have never been blacker. We have never experienced a like 
extremity at any period of the war. It seems now inevitable that 
West Point must be abandoned and the troops dispersed to 
prey upon the countryside for food. 
   Given their bleak situation and poor chances for victory, I am 
amazed that these patriots were willing to pay such a high price 
for the liberty which we often take for granted.  As we 
remember these sacrifices, we realize just how blessed we are to 
live in this Republic we call the United States of America.  
Unfortunately, the liberties the founders won have been slowly 
and systematically eroded over the years.  
 
The steady erosion of Liberty 
Government takeover of education 
   Childhood education in America was once a vibrant system of 
private schools which Alexis de Tocqueville in 1835 called the 
finest education system in the world and which produced an 
almost universally literate populace. 
   Beginning in 1850 this successful system was undermined and 
largely replaced by government schools promoted by wealthy 
elites and financed by compulsory taxation. Horace Mann and 
John Dewey were enemies of liberty and embraced socialistic 
structure of education which Collis P. Huntington of 
transcontinental railroad fame said was essential to ensure 
continuation of a laboring class which he feared would be 
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eliminated by a universally well-educated citizenry who would 
want to be professionals instead of laborers. While these elites 
wanted to ensure an ample supply of laborers who were willing 
to get their hands dirty, they virtually destroyed private 
schooling where parents had been in charge and replaced it 
with a government system which protected and ensured 
mediocrity. 
 
Government takeover of private sector 
   But government’s erosion of individual liberties did not stop 
with government schools.  As Progressives, Presidents Teddy 
Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson supported the dismantling of 

both individual rights and 
state’s rights as chronicled 
in Jonah Goldberg’s book, 
Liberal Facism.  
   Joseph Bast of the 
Heartland Institute notes, 
“At the start of the 
twentieth century the 
Progressives gave up on 
free markets and limited 
government. They called 
for municipalization of 
services once privately 
provided, including 

everything from garbage collection, hospitals, charitable aid to 
the poor, and parks to municipal water systems, electricity, 
airports, and even traffic lights on city streets.” 
   The Progressive movement also ensured a virtual 
institutionalization of an independent administrative branch of 
government which they believed needed to be independent 
from the three branches to ensure that government 
professionals could manage the business of government outside 
of the political process.  Later the Progressives pushed the 17th 
amendment to the U.S. Constitution which eliminated the 
founders vision that U.S. Senators would be elected by and 
accountable to the state legislatures, the very concept which 

justifies two senators per state regardless of population 
according to the Great Compromise. 
   During the 1930s the modern welfare state was born. 
Government actually caused the Great Depression and once it 
began, government prevented the private sector from ending it 
for 10 years. 
   Mr. Bast observes, “People all around us today are still giving 
up, calling for increased government spending, more 
regulations, and higher taxes. Republicans and Democrats alike 
get elected by promising more–never less. The ethics that once 
supported a culture of self-government are rarely discussed, 
even less often taught to the next generation. 
   “If the Founders were here today, would they be pleased that 
government owns and operates the schools 90 percent of our 
children attend, pays for 40 percent of all health care 
expenditures, forces the top 10 percent of income earners to pay 
two-thirds of federal taxes, and allows 36 million families to pay 
no income taxes at all?” Mr. Bast asked. 
   But, it gets worse: According to the Congressional Budget 
Office, this year’s federal deficit will reach $1.35 trillion, or 
40.2% of the far-larger federal budget. 
 
Time for renewal 
   Can the Republic be saved?  Only if we create a renewal of the 
Spirit of Liberty which the Founders had and others who were 
willing to make the sacrifices necessary to obtain it.  Henry 
David Thoreau’s essay Civil Disobedience, written in 1849, 
explained his reasons for going to jail rather than obeying an 
unjust law. Thoreau wrote, “There will never be a really free 
and enlightened State until the State comes to recognize the 
individual as the higher and independent power, from which all 
its own power and authority are derived, and treats him 
accordingly.” 
   As we celebrate Independence Day, it is my hope that we will 
all consider the thoughts of Mr. Thoreau and our founders 
before we ask government to do even more of those things we 
can and ought to do for ourselves. 

George Washington 

   Salt Lake County Mayor Peter Corroon recently released his 
proposed “Plan for Jobs, the Economy and Utah Economic 
Growth” as part of his candidacy for Utah Governor. While 
Mayor Corroon presents some intriguing economic 
development ideas, his overall plan contains too many 
elements that will hinder Utah’s economic growth.  
   The most intriguing elements of Mayor Corroon’s plan are his 
proposals to provide tax credits for angel and venture capital 
investors. His plan does not offer specific details about 
structuring those tax credits. Nonetheless, Utah’s long-term 
economic well-being can be improved by strengthening the 
climate for investors to identify and support the next 
generation of Utah innovation. 
   Mayor Corroon also seems to support ending RDA abuse, a 
goal your Taxpayers Association has long pursued. Mayor 
Corroon says he wants to “end the property tax pass-downs, 
whereby the state decides to defund our local schools in order 
to give the money to out-of-state corporations.”  
   This statement is a bit confusing since the state does not 
impose a property tax, so the state cannot use “property tax 

Salt Lake County Mayor Corroon Releases Economic Plan 
pass-downs” to “defund local schools.” However, if Mayor 
Corroon’s statement expresses his desire to stop cities from 
stealing retail developments from each other, then Mayor 
Corroon has a good idea. 
 
UTOPIA is NOT economic development 
   Unfortunately, many of Mayor Corroon’s other proposals are 
quite disturbing. He seems to believe that government 
competing with the private sector constitutes economic 
development. On page 19 of his plan, Mayor Corroon endorses 
UTOPIA, because it is “pledging millions of dollars to back 
bonds for developing fiber-optic networks.” 
   Corroon fails to note that taxpayers, not UTOPIA, are backing 
the bonds. In the same paragraph he notes the important work 
AT&T, Comcast, Verizon, and Qwest are doing to expand 
broadband.  
   It is wrong to suggest that UTOPIA is the equivalent of those 
private companies. UTOPIA has bled money since the day it 
opened, yet elected officials continue to force taxpayers to bail 
them out. Apparently Mayor Corroon has joined the ranks of 
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misguided elected officials willing to spend someone else’s 
inheritance to prop up UTOPIA. 
 
The Corroon Tax 
   Mayor Corroon cities his record with Salt Lake County as 
evidence that he knows how to promote economic 
development. However, he omits any mention of “the Corroon 
Tax,” the much-maligned police fee on residents and businesses 

in unincorporated Salt Lake 
County. 
   Instead of cutting the municipal 
services fund, Mayor Corroon tried 
to convince Salt Lake county 
taxpayers that additional budget 
cuts would have to come from 
police services. That cynical 
strategy is like the National Parks 
Service telling Congress that 
additional budget cuts mean the 
Washington Monument will have 
to close. Unsurprisingly, neither the 
County Council nor Congress go 
ahead with the necessary cuts. 

   Salt Lake county government is the most bloated level of 
government in Utah. It is simply absurd for them to claim that 
the only other cuts would have been to police services. 
Republican members of the Salt Lake County Council, like 
David Wilde, stood ready with million of dollars in cuts that 
would have avoided the Corroon Tax.  
   Mayor Corroon also demonstrated his willingness to increase 
taxes in 2009 with his property tax increase, cleverly described 

as a “tax shift.” After rejecting an almost identical “tax shift” 
from the Salt Lake County Council, Mayor Corroon changed his 
mind and pushed for a property tax. Mayor Corroon has clearly 
indicated his preference for tax hikes to fiscal responsibility. 
 
Hurting Utah’s economy by restraining free trade 
   Mayor Corroon also proposes to create more jobs in Utah by 
paying more than is necessary. He wants to “require major 
firms that win state contracts to subcontract a substantial 
portion of the work to Utah businesses.” On its face, that 
sounds like a reasonable requirement. However, as the great 
French economist Frederic Bastiat noted, what is unseen is 
usually more important than what is seen. 
   The problem with this proposal is that it guarantees that Utah 
taxpayers will pay more than is necessary. If major firms are 
already subcontracting with Utah firms, this requirement 
doesn’t matter. Those Utah companies are subcontractors 
because they offered the best value for the money. 
   So Mayor Corroon’s proposal only matters where a Utah 
company doesn’t offer the best value for the money. Mayor 
Corroon, though, thinks Utah taxpayers should pay more, just 
because a company is from Utah. Paying one contractor more 
means Utah must provide fewer services elsewhere. That isn’t 
economic development; it’s warmed over protectionism. 
   Mayor Corroon has some good ideas. Creating a positive 
climate for private investment is good economic policy, as is the 
apparent goal of ending RDA abuse. Unfortunately, those 
laudable goals are outweighed by the Corroon tax, property tax 
increases, his support for UTOPIA, and his devotion to 
protectionism. 

 
Salt Lake Mayor  

Peter Corroon 

Bond Election Results: Kearns Fails, Cottonwood and Canyons Pass 
   Voters agreed with your Taxpayers Association at the June 
ballot box and rejected Kearns Oquirrh’s $12 million rec center 
bond. 
   The Utah Taxpayers Association evaluated three bond 
proposals for the June 22nd ballot, the $12 million Kearns 
Oquirrh Rec Center bond, $4.9 million Cottonwood Heights Rec 
Center bond and $250 million Canyons School bond. Your 
Taxpayers Association strongly opposed the Kearns Oquirrh 
Rec Center bond and remained neutral on the others.  
   When evaluating a bond proposal, your Taxpayers 
Association considers the need, specificity, terms and timing of 
the bond. In the case of the Kearns Oquirrh Rec bond, the 
proposal failed all tests.  
   Kearns Oquirrh Rec Center is a beautiful facility and not in 
need of repair, maintenance or safety considerations. However, 
Kearns Oquirrh asked taxpayers for $12 million on the June 
ballot to fund a list of “wants,” $7 million of which was for 
undesignated projects. The bond proposal was unnecessary and 
lacked specificity or accountability for the spending of taxpayer 
dollars. 
   Additionally, Kearns Oquirrh proposed paying off the bond 
over 25 years, resulting in over $8 million in interest for their 
$12 million in principle. Your Taxpayers Association was 
appalled by the lack of transparency and terms of the bond and 
actively opposed the proposal. Voters were equally suspicious 
of the proposal and rejected the bond with a 45-55 percent 

margin.  
   On the other hand, Cottonwood Heights proposed a $4.9 
million rec center bond to address several significant safety and 
maintenance hazards of their facility. Cottonwood Heights 
narrowed the scope of their bond to only the specific “needs” of 
their facility and proposed to quickly repay the bond to save 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in interest.  
   The only downside to the bond proposal was the timing of the 
election. Cottonwood Heights chose to hold their bond election 
in June, when voter turnout is significantly lower. Your 
Taxpayers Association does not endorse bonds in June due to 
lack of voter participation. However, recognizing the significant 
need and fiscally responsibly planning by Cottonwood Heights, 
your Taxpayers Association remained neutral on the bond. 
Voters overwhelming approved the Cottonwood Heights bond 
with a 66-34 percent margin.  
   The final bond on the June 2010 ballot was the $250 Canyons 
School District bond. Canyons School District demonstrated a 
need to address seismic and safety issues. The $250 million 
bond was proposed to be paid off over the next 20 years, while 
the infrastructure and “product” they would be getting would 
long outlast the bond’s repayment period. Due to the poor 
timing of the proposal, your Taxpayers Association remained 
neutral on the proposal, but recognized the necessity of the 
bond. In an extremely narrow margin, voters approved the 
bond 51-49 percent.  
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It’s Time To  
“STOP UTOPIA” 

Union Organizer Training: 
Thanks, But No Thanks 

   The following letter was written in response to an invitation by the 
American Federation of State County and Municipal Employees for 
students to attend a training summer program to become union 
organizers. Your Taxpayers Association is pleased to share the response of 
Don Boudreaux, Economics Professor at George Mason University, both 
for its insight and humor.  
 
 
Ms. Marlan S. Maralit  
Organizing Department  
American Federation of State County and Municipal Employees 
 
Dear Ms. Maralit: 
 
Thanks for your mass e-mail this morning inviting me to recommend students for 
AFSCME’s Alternative Union Break: Summer Session.  I understand that 
students who attend this four-day program are taught how to “fight for a better 
country,” and to promote “social and economic justice,” by becoming union 
organizers. 
 
Alas, I know no student who’d be interested in your program.  The young men 
and women who study economics at George Mason University learn, above all, to 
think rather than to emote.  So our students are rightly suspicious of vague terms 
such as “social and economic justice.” 
 
Our students learn also that an economy most beneficial to the poorest amongst us 
is one that is free and competitive – an economy governed by the laws of property, 
contract, and tort instead of by the arbitrary government diktats that are the fetish 
of labor unions. 
 
Our students understand that widespread prosperity comes only from 
entrepreneurial creativity, market-driven investment, risk-taking, and hard work – 
all in response to the demands of consumers free to spend their money as they 
choose.  Our students know that granting monopoly privileges to politically 
boisterous groups such as yours reduces, rather than produces, prosperity. 
 
Our students understand that entrepreneurs and firms in market economies gain, 
not by taking wealth from others, but only by creating wealth and sharing that 
creation with others on terms that are mutually and voluntarily agreed to. 
 
Oh, here’s one more important fact that our students understand: labor unions 
routinely promote injustice by lobbying for regulations (such as minimum-wage 
legislation and the Davis-Bacon Act) that price low-skilled workers out of jobs; by 
endorsing protectionist policies that deny consumers opportunities to get the most 
value for their dollars; and by supporting many bailouts and other forms of 
corporate welfare. 
 
So I invite you to recommend to the young people who go through your program 
that they attend some of the many programs we have at GMU Economics (and 
affiliated organizations such as the Institute for Humane Studies and 
the Mercatus Center) in order to learn how they can truly best promote a society 
that is prosperous and peaceful. 
 
Sincerely, 
Donald J. Boudreaux 

   With over $500 million in bonds, negative net 
assets of $126 million and plans to lose another $20 
million in operating expenses this year, you would 
think UTOPIA would finally call it quits. You’d be 
wrong. 
   UTOPIA is now calling on its member cities to 
bond for another $60 million to keep afloat.  
   This month Orem City, along with other UTOPIA 
member cities, will be considering whether to 
approve UTOPIA’s requests for more taxpayer 
money. Help send the message that Utah taxpayers 
are tired of funding this failed telecom venture.  
   Join the STOP UTOPIA Rally on July 13, 2010 from 
5:00PM to 7:00PM at Orem City Center Park. 
   Hundreds of neighbors throughout Utah, 
community leaders and concerned citizens will be 
showing their opposition to UTOPIA and its request 
for more taxpayer dollars. Bring your homemade 
signs, t-shirts (pitchforks and torches) to show 
UTOPIA that we are tired of broken promises and 
millions of wasted dollars. It is time to STOP 
UTOPIA! 

    What: STOP UTOPIA Rally 
    When: July 13, 2010, 5:00PM to 7:00PM 
    Where: Orem City Center Park 
                  300 E. Center Street, 100 North 

   Guest speakers from the Utah State Legislature and 
other UTOPIA cities will be explaining the need for 
greater accountability and transparency in 
government. Visit www.stoputopia.org. 
   At 7:00PM (immediately following the rally) the 
Orem City Council will be holding a meeting to 
discuss the future of UTOPIA.  
   Be sure to bring the whole family and enjoy the 
BBQ, face painting, balloons, music and family crafts 
and games. 

 

 
STOP 

UTOPIA 

Visit www.stoputopia.org 
for more information.  

 
Join STOP UTOPIA on Facebook. 
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Wellington Facing 25 Percent Revenue Shortfall 
   Wellington, a small community of 1600 residents in Carbon 
County, has had a 25 percent decrease in revenue between 2009 
and 2010. Having lost 39 percent of their sales tax revenue, 
almost $130,000, Wellington is facing a severe budget crisis. 
   Wellington’s budget woes stem largely from the 2008 sales tax 
exemption for certain mining equipment created by the Utah 
legislature. Wellington’s sales tax revenue, along with revenue 
for several other towns in Carbon County, Emery County and 
the Uintah Basin, depends significantly on its large mining 
industry.  
   In 2008 your Taxpayers Association pushed the Utah 
legislature to create tax exemptions for certain mining 
equipment in Utah in order to make Utah coal mining more 
competitive with other states. An unintended consequence was 
the drastic decrease in revenue for local communities. 
   To alleviate the budget pressure, Wellington Mayor Ben 
Blackburn has proposed a one percent municipal sales tax on 
mining goods.  
   Mayor Blackburn appealed to the Revenue and Taxation 
Interim Committee on June 23, 2010 to support legislation in the 
2011 legislative session giving Wellington permission to levy 
the tax. He explained that property tax increases have already 
been implemented in Wellington. Currently property tax 
revenue in Wellington is about $95,000. Therefore, to 

completely compensate for lost revenue property tax rates 
would have to significantly increase, an unrealistic proposal. 
Additional increases in property tax rates would have the 
unintended consequence of forcing large mining companies to 
move their location to local, lower property tax areas. 
   Your Taxpayers Association recognizes the challenges 
Wellington is facing. However, a new tax is not the right 
answer for Wellington or for any Utah communities. A new tax 
would create the unintended consequence of crippling business 
growth and economic development. Wellington is already 
dealing with the unintended consequences of the mining sales 
tax exemption and must take careful steps in the future. 
Wellington needs an innovative solution that responds to its 
immediate need and adheres to the basic tenets of fiscally 
responsible tax policy.  

 


