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   Legislative leadership, Governor Gary Herbert and United States Senator Mike 
Lee joined the 2011 Utah Taxes Now Conference to tackle the issue of “Using 
Return On Investment To Make Sound Public Policy.” 
   Two hundred attendees joined presenters to discuss a wide range of topics, 
including federal spending, Utah’s Medicaid reform, education reform, Utah’s 
economic recovery and balancing Utah’s budget.  
United States Senator Mike Lee – Federal Spending 
United States Senator Mike Lee opened the conference by explaining the fiscal 
situation in Washington. “Of every dollar that goes through the US economy, 
over a quarter goes to Washington to die in a federal program.” This 
unsustainable level of spending can be curbed through the passage of Senate 
Joint Resolution 10 (SJR 10), a Balanced Budget Amendment to the United States 
Constitution. Co-sponsored by all 47 Republican 
Senators, “SJR 10 is a balanced budget proposal that 
says Congress may not spend more than it takes in in 
any year, may not spend more than 18% of GDP and 
may not raise the debt limit without a two-thirds 
supermajority vote in Congress.”  
Utah Medicaid Reform 
Following his successful reform of Utah’s pension 
system, State Senator Dan Liljenquist presented his 
progress in reforming Utah’s Medicaid program. Utah’s 
budget reality is not negotiable, Liljenquist noted. 
Medicaid’s costs are growing at triple the rate of the 
state budget. Senate Bill 180 was passed unanimously 
during the 2011 legislative session to give Utah greater 
control over Medicaid spending. For Senator 
Liljenquist’s willingness to challenge the status quo, 

your Taxpayers Association named him the “Taxpayer 
Advocate of the Year” for the second year in a row.  
Utah Education Reform 
With over a dozen pieces of significant education 
legislation, the 2011 legislative session was the year of 
education reform. Robyn Bagley from Parents For Choice 
in Education discussed Utah’s revolutionary online 
education program that will personalize the learning 
experience for students by creating a customizable online 
education.  Beginning in the 2011-2012 school year, 
students enrolled in grades 9-12 will be eligible to take up 
to two online courses.     
   During the 2011 legislative session, Representative 
Keith Grover sponsored and passed legislation to prevent 
teacher union representatives from being paid with 

taxpayer dollars for union work. As a school principal, Representative Grover 
stood up to significant criticism for his role in sponsoring the legislation. As a 
result of his courage, the Utah Taxpayers Association awarded him the “Profile 
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Association President, 
Howard Stephenson 

My Corner 
“The Fight Of Our Generation” 

- US Senator Mike Lee 
   He had me at “Balance Budget 
Amendment.”   
   Senator Mike Lee’s keynote address 
set the tone for the 33rd Annual Utah 
Taxes Now Conference as he 
described his proposal to finally get 
Washington’s out-of-control spending 
under control. 

   Senator Lee walked the capacity audience through our 
nation’s spending history to illustrate just how out of control 
we have become. “For the first, roughly 150 years of our 
Republic, the federal government consumed between 1.5% and 
4% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) between 1792 and the 
early 1930s, with two brief exceptions, during the Civil War and 
WW I,” Lee explained.  “In both instances we had a spike 
during those wars, which diminished after the wars ended.” 
   But that changed in the mid 1930s under the New Deal 
programs when we crossed the 10% of GDP threshold.  We’ve 
continued to ratchet it up.  Now spending is more than 25% of 
GDP on federal programs, the Senator said. 
   He also noted that advocates of spending always point out 
that the money is spent to do good, and most of the time, the 
beneficiary is shown to be a deserving individual. 
   But the problem, Senator Lee said, is that there is no limit to 
the amount of your life that Washington D.C. can control.  He 
said freedom is at odds with our tax burden.   
   “To a significant degree it’s a burden we gladly face in order 

to pay for national defense and 
other functions that only the 
federal government can perform.  
But our tax burden is inextricably 
intertwined with our liberty.” 
   He noted that organizations 
like the Utah Taxpayers 
Association are looking out for 
what has been referred to as the 
forgotten man, that man or 
woman who is not clamoring for 
more assistance and more 

government programs. 
   Senator Lee said the only way to get this under control is to 
limit the pool of resources from which the federal government 
draws.  “As governments acquire greater power, they need 

 
Association President  
Howard Stephenson 

more money, and they then acquire greater power and so on, in 
a perpetual expansion of government, demanding more money 
from us either through taxes or inflation.” 
   “So you you’ve got to have some limit both on the substance 
of the power and the source of the money.  Without that you 
have this spiraling effect that will result in the perpetual 
expansion of government, not just in terms of cost, but also in 
terms of the degree to which it infringes on individual liberty.” 
   Lee noted the courts share responsibility for out of control 
spending: “We have had during the past 75 years a refusal by 
the courts to enforce the concrete substantive limits on the 
source of Congress’ power.” 
   “This is not your mother’s deficit,” Lee said.  “This is in excess 
of $1.5 trillion annually. At the 
rate we are now spending, we are 
just five or six years from the time 
when we will have to pay $1 
trillion annually just to pay the 
interest on the national debt.  This 
is more than we pay for national 
defense, more than we pay for 
Medicare and Medicaid 
combined, more than we pay on 
Social Security.” 
   This is not a conservative or 
liberal issue, Senator Lee said.  
“Those who are concerned about 
protecting entitlement programs ought to be just as concerned 
about our national debt problem, and be unwilling to allow 
Congress to raise our national debt limit without putting in 
place some permanent structural spending reform, to change 
fundamentally the way Washington spends money.” 
   Senator Lee said every American ought to support SJR 10 
Balanced Budget Amendment, which is endorsed and co-
sponsored by all 47 Republican 
Senators. SJR 10 forbids Congress 
from spending more than it takes 
in in a given year, and from 
spending more than 18% of GDP 
in a year without a 2/3 
supermajority vote.  It would also 
require a 2/3 vote to raise the 
debt limit. 
   Senator Lee said he would vote against an increase in the debt 
limit until there is a Balanced Budget Constitutional 
Amendment passed.  “This is the fight of our generation:  To 
oppose the debt limit increase until Congress passes a balanced 
budget amendment.” 

In Courage Award.”   
Salt Lake County Police Fee    
Salt Lake County Council Chair Max Burdick discussed the 
much maligned Salt Lake County police fee. By eliminating the 
police fee and replacing it with a property tax, Burdick 
explained that homeowners will see a $48 drop in their overall 
bill. The Utah Taxpayers Association strongly supported the 
removal of the police fee and House Bill 226 to prevent future 
emergency service fees. 
Governor Gary Herbert- Utah Economic Outlook    
Governor Gary Herbert closed the 2011 Taxes Now Conference 

with a description of Utah’s fiscal progress. He noted Utah’s 
ranking as best managed state in the union and as the best state 
for business. Utah’s commitment to lower taxes, private sector 
development and a business friendly environment has helped 
Utah minimize the effects of the economic crisis and lead the 
nation in recovery. 
   The 2011 Utah Taxes Now Conference was a huge success and 
brought together dozens of speakers, covering a wide variety of 
tax and spending topics. To view the conference agenda and to 
listen to audio of conference presentations, please visit 
http://www.utahtaxpayers.org  

“Congress is a lot like 
St. Augustine who said, 

when converting to 
Christianity, ‘Lord, 

grant me chastity, but 
not yet.’ Congress has 

delayed its chastity for 
far too long.” 

- US Senator Mike Lee 

 
United States Senator 

Mike Lee 

This is the fight of our 
generation:  To oppose 
the debt limit increase 
until Congress passes 

a balanced budget 
amendment. 
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   The Utah Taxpayers 
Association has requested the 
budgets of Utah’s 40 largest 
cities and all 41 of Utah’s 
school districts. Most cities 
and school districts are 
balancing their budgets 
without tax increases, 
however several cities and 
school district are proposing a 
tax increase or have not ruled 
out a tax increase. Those cities 
and school districts are 
highlighted in red.  
   All cities and school districts 
will be holding public budget 
hearings throughout the 
summer. Use the adjacent 
tables to view the date and 
time of your school district or 
city’s budget hearings.  
   For continuously updated 
information on hearing dates 
and times, proposed tax 
increases, proposed increases 
in health insurance costs and 
proposed increases in 
employee compensation, visit 
www.utahtaxpayers.org. 
   If your city isn’t included in 
our survey or for additional 
information about budget 
hearings, truth in taxation 
hearings and other council 
proceedings in your 
community, visit the Utah 
Public Meeting Notice 
website at 
http://www.utah.gov/pmn. 

City 
Tax 

Increase? 

Budget 
Hearing 

Date 

Budget 
Hearing 

Time 

Truth In 
Taxation 
Hearing 

Date 

Truth In 
Taxation 
Hearing 

Time 

Health 
Insurance 
Increase? 

Pay 
Increase? 

American Fork No 14-Jun 7:30pm N/A N/A 12.0% 2% 
Bountiful No 14-Jun 7:00pm N/A N/A 10.0% 0% 
Centerville No 7-Jun 7:00pm N/A N/A 4.7% 2.50% 
Clearfield No 14-Jun 6:00pm N/A N/A 2.0% 0% 
Cottonwood No 24-May 6:00pm N/A N/A 60.9% 1.5% 
Draper No 21-Jun 6:00pm N/A N/A 15.0% 2% 
Eagle Mountain No 17-May 7:00pm N/A N/A 5.0% 0% 
Holladay No 2-Jun 6:00pm N/A N/A 0.0% 3% 
Layton No 16-Jun 7:00pm N/A N/A 0.0% 1.46% 
Logan No 21-Jun 6:00pm N/A N/A 3.0% 0% 
Midvale No 21-Jun 7:00pm N/A N/A 0.0% 2% 
Murray No 7-Jun 6:30pm N/A N/A 8.8% 0% 
North Ogden No 14-Jun 5:30pm N/A N/A 3.5% 0% 
Ogden No 7-Jun 6:00pm N/A N/A 12.5% 0% 
Orem No 14-Jun 6:00pm N/A N/A 4.0% 0% 
Pleasant Grove No 7-Jun 6:00pm N/A N/A 0.0% 0% 
Provo  Yes 7-Jun 7:30pm TBD TBD 20.0% 2.50% 
Riverton No 7-Jun 6:30pm 21-Jun 6:30pm  8.0% 3% 
Salt Lake City TBD 7-Jun 7:00pm TBD TBD 13.0% 3% 
Sandy No 31-May 7:00pm N/A N/A 14.0% 1% 
South Jordan No 7-Jun 6:00pm N/A N/A 5.0% 2% 
South Salt Lake No 8-Jun 7:30pm N/A N/A 0.0% 3% 
Spanish Fork TBD 17-May 6:00pm TBD TBD 10.9% 0% 
Springville No 7-Jun 7:00pm N/A N/A 0.0% 2% 
St. George No 2-Jun 5:00pm N/A N/A 5.0% 0% 
Taylorsville Yes 1-Jun 6:30pm TBD TBD 16.5% 2% 
Washington No 8-Jun 6:00pm N/A N/A 1.9% 0% 
West Jordan No 8-Jun 6:00pm N/A N/A 3.0% 0% 

* Still awaiting reply from: Farmington, Herriman, Payson, Brigham City, Clinton, Syracuse, Kaysville, Cedar City, Tooele, 
Roy, Lehi, West Valley City 

2011 Budgets, Taxes, Hearing Dates - Cities and School Districts 

School District 
Tax 

Increase? 

Budget 
Hearing 

Date 

Budget 
Hearing 

Time 

Truth In 
Taxation 
Hearing 

Date 

Truth In 
Taxation 
Hearing 

Time 

Health 
Insurance 
Increase? 

Pay 
Increase? 

Alpine SD No 21-Jun 6:00pm 17-Aug 6:00pm 0% 0% 
Beaver SD No 9-Jun 6:00pm N/A N/A 10% ? 
Box Elder No 15-Jun 6:30pm N/A N/A 8.0% 0% 
Cache SD Yes 21-Jun 5:30pm  4-Aug 6:00pm 2.00% 0.00% 
Garfield SD No 16-Jun 5:00pm N/A N/A 4.50% 9.70% 
Grand SD TBD 15-Jun 6:00pm TBD TBD 5.50% TBD 
Granite SD Yes 14-Jun 7:30pm TBD TBD 9% 0% 
Jordan SD No 14-Jun 6:00pm N/A N/A 0% 0% 
Logan SD TBD 21-Jun 6:00pm 9-Aug 6:00pm TBD TBD 
Millard SD No 9-Jun 6:00pm N/A N/A 14.45% 0% 
Morgan SD Yes 14-Jun 7:00pm 9-Aug 6:30 7.35% 0.00% 
No. Summit SD TBD 21-Jun 6:30pm TBD TBD TBD TBD 
Ogden SD No 15-Jun 5:00pm N/A N/A 0% 0% 
Park City SD No 7-Jun 6:00pm N/A N/A 10% 0% 
Piute SD No 21-Jun 4:00pm N/A N/A 5.50% 0% 
Rich County SD No 15-Jun 6:00pm N/A N/A TBD TBD 
Salt Lake SD Yes 7-Jun 7:00pm 2-Aug 7:00pm 0% 0% 
San Juan SD No 14-Jun 6:30pm 28-Jun 6:30 5.50% 0% 
So. Sanpete SD TBD 8-Jun 4:30pm TBD TBD TBD TBD 
So. Summit SD TBD 21-Jun 6:00pm TBD TBD TBD TBD 
Tooele SD No 21-Jun 6:00pm N/A N/A 0% 2.5% 
Unitah SD No 21-Jun 6:00pm N/A N/A 5.50% 0 
Wasatch SD No 16-Jun 6:30pm N/A N/A 5.50% 0% 
Wayne SD No 8-Jun 8:00pm N/A N/A 5% 0% 
Weber SD No  June 8 6:00pm N/A N/A 0% 3% 

* Still awaiting reply from: Canyons SD, Carbon SD, Daggett SD, Davis SD, Duchesne SD, Emery SD, Iron SD, Juab SD, 
Kane SD, Murray SD, Nebo SD, No. Sanpete SD, Provo SD, Sevier SD, Tintic SD, Washington SD. 

2011 Budgets, Taxes, Hearing Dates - Cities 

2011 Budgets, Taxes, Hearing Dates - School Districts 

The Utah Taxpayer 
May 1943 

“We must furnish usable 
facts on public costs, 
services, management, 
organization, relationships, 
procedures, activities and 
methods. But, facts alone are 
useless unless used. They are 
but a means to an ends - 
INTELLIGENT CITIZEN 
ACTION on public 
problems. ‘Information 
without action is futile -
action without information 
is dangerous.’” 
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West Valley City Taxpayer Funded Hotel 
If the Private Sector Won’t Take the Risk, Why Should Taxpayers? 

   Mayor Mike Winder is not one to think small. If he is going to 
do it, he does it with grand panache. Not only did he chair 
UTOPIA as they asked for their latest round of bonding, but he 
asked West Valley City residents to approve a $25 million bond 
in the middle of the Great Recession. No one can accuse Mayor 
Winder of thinking small. 
   Unfortunately, Mayor Winder doesn’t always answer why he 
pursues some of these grand ideas. Why should taxpayers risk 
hundreds of millions of dollars on a telecom system, when the 
private sector has proven time and again that they will build it? 
Why should taxpayers pony up a tax increase for parks during 
the most severe economic downturn since the Depression? 
Today, the question is this: why does West Valley City “need” a 

4-star hotel? 
   Mayor Winder and the 
West Valley City Council 
are moving forward with 
plans to (re?)develop  a 
beautiful urban core, 
Fairbourne Station, for 
Utah’s second largest city. 
As contemplated, 
Fairbourne Station will 
include a four-acre “green 

space promenade,” 200,000 square feet of office space, plus 
residences, retail space, and the city’s municipal buildings. 
And, of course, a four-star hotel, Embassy Suites. 
   The hotel is the real sore spot in the project, because the city’s 
redevelopment agency is acting as the banker for the project. 
West Valley City’s redevelopment agency must finance the 
project because the private capital markets expect prohibitively 
high standards: 60 percent down, and full repayment within 
five years. Undoubtedly, few if any hotel developers are willing 
or able to finance a hotel under those terms. 
   Given those terms, your Taxpayers Association has two 
questions. First, why does the private sector demand such 
protection before risking its capital on a hotel project? Second, 
why does West Valley City “need” a four-star hotel? 
   Over the past several years, vacancy rates in national hotel 
chains have skyrocketed. The soft economy and high gas prices 
have stifled both leisure and business travel. With demand soft, 
hotels are lowering room rates. Lower rates attract more guests, 
but they have hardly made up for the dramatic cuts in travel. 
That means the hotel business is less profitable. 
   In this economic climate, private capital markets guard 
against losing their investment by setting very high standards 
to get a hotel loan. The same logic holds in the mortgage 
market. In a skittish economy, banks aren’t confident that 
borrowers will repay the loan, so they only loan to the most 
credit-worthy applicants. 
   Remarkably, Mayor Winder and the West Valley City Council 
read the capital markets differently. They believe the likelihood 
of the hotel flopping is so low that taxpayers can afford to back 
the plan. 
   Importantly, Mayor Winder notes that the agreement does not 
contemplate West Valley City taxpayers making payments on 
the $25 million loan to build the hotel. Rather, a “consortium of 

three private sector partners with extensive experience in 
building and operating hotels” will make those payments. But if 
the private capital market’s risk assessment turns out to be 
more accurate than West Valley City, West Valley City 
taxpayers will have to repay the loan. 
   Supporters of a publicly-financed hotel point out that the 
private sector is loaning the money to West Valley City, who in 
turn is loaning the money to the developer. If this project is 
such a dud, they ask, why would the private sector loan the 
money to West Valley City in the first place? 
   The bank is willing to give West Valley City the loan for two 
reasons. West Valley City has the full faith and credit of not just 
West Valley City, but Utah backing it. In addition, West Valley 
City can raise taxes to make their payments if necessary. Both of 
these conditions give the bank much more confidence that it 
will receive its principal, plus interest. However, neither of 
these conditions suggests a reason to believe that West Valley 
City's ownership of the hotel will make the hotel any more 
successful. 
   The second question your Taxpayers Association has for 
Mayor Winder and West Valley City is more vexing: why does 
West Valley City “need” a four-star hotel? West Valley City’s 
FAQs note, “The new city center development needs a classy, 
private-sector anchor to help encourage the high-end 
development envisioned for Fairbourne Station.” 
      In other words, Mayor Winder and the West Valley City 
Council have “envisioned” a “high-end development” in West 
Valley City. And since the private sector isn’t willing to take the 
risk on developing a project like that, Mayor Winder and the 
Council will step up to the task. 
   Of course, they won’t really step up to the task: they aren’t 
investing their own money in the project. But they are willing to 
force West Valley City’s taxpayers to step up to the task. 
   Mayor Winder’s argument is remarkably similar to the one 
Holladay made in seeking subsidies for the redevelopment of 
the Cottonwood Mall. Taxpayer subsidies would make the 
Cottonwood Mall a gem, we were told, and bring high-end 
retailers to Utah that would otherwise never come.  
   Taxpayer subsidies failed to change the economic realities of 
the Cottonwood Mall. They did not increase the number of 
consumers in the Salt Lake Valley, or even in Holladay. They 
did not increase the amount of disposable income Utah 
residents had to spend. And today, the Cottonwood Mall 
remains the most visible sign of how elected officials’ desire for 
a “high-end” retail space won’t make the retail space succeed. 
   The West Valley City deal is done, so for taxpayers’ sake, we 
hope we are wrong. Unfortunately, public financing of a hotel is 
no different from public financing and ownership of UTOPIA, 
is no different from public financing of the Cottonwood Mall. 
Mayor Winder and the West Valley City Council’s lofty visions 
for a high end downtown core won’t change the economic 
realities of West Valley City, the Salt Lake Valley or Utah. 
Without those changes, this hotel won’t succeed, and West 
Valley City taxpayers will pick up the tab. 

 

The private sector isn’t 
willing to take the risk on 

developing this project, 
but Mayor Winder and 
the West Valley City 

Council are willing to 
force taxpayers to step up 

to the task. 
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Taxpayers Association Releases City and County Cost of Government Report 
How much are you paying for local government services? 

   If government were a business, citizens would be consumers 
purchasing services with tax dollars and fee payments. But, 
how much does each citizen end up paying for local 
government services? What is the price of local government? 
   The Utah Taxpayers Association regularly reviews the 
budgets and tax rates of Utah’s cities and counties. To provide a 
more systematic means of comparing how well elected officials 
in these cities and counties control public spending, the 
Taxpayers Association worked with the Center for Public Lands 
at Utah State University to measure the cost of government per 
capita.  
   The nearby table shows the five most expensive and least 
expensive Utah cities (population over 20,000) and counties. 
   In order to determine the cost of government, population and 

City Population 
(2009) 

Total 
Government 

Revenue 
(2009) 

Price of 
Government 

Per Capita 
 

Most Expensive Cities (Population over 20,000) 
Salt Lake City 176,100  $217,247,666   $1,233.66  
St. George 68,735  $84,361,289   $1,227.34  
Draper 36,469  $39,683,026   $1,088.13  
Lehi 41,680  $37,455,260   $898.64  
Ogden 80,688  $67,847,399   $840.86  

Least Expensive Cities (Population over 20,000) 
Cottonwood Hts 34,962  $15,660,244   $447.92  
Roy  35,264  $15,691,531   $444.97  
Syracuse 20,590  $9,129,597   $443.40  
Kaysville 24,624  $9,957,669   $404.39  
Taylorsville 57,770  $21,880,902   $378.76  

Mean of all 30 cities (population over 20,000) $728.62 
Median of all 30 cities (population over 20,000) $539.95 

per capita income data was gathered from the US Census 
Bureau. Government revenue and line item data was collected 
from the Utah State Auditor’s Office.  Total government 
revenue minus discounted line items was divided by 
government populations.  
   Certain line items of revenue that did not come directly from 
taxpayers were discounted. These line items included 
intergovernmental transfers, grants, sales of assets, interest 
earnings and voluntary contributions.  
   These findings illuminate the relationship between 
government as a service provider and citizens as consumers. 
Citizens do more than just purchase goods and services from 
the private sector - they also purchase the services of 
government. 

County Population 
(2009)  

 Total 
Government 

Revenue (2009)  

Price of 
Government 

Per Capita 

Most Expensive Counties 
Daggett  702  $5,608,869  $7,989.84  
Garfield  4,486  $12,441,563   $2,773.42  
Kane  6,248  $13,895,160   $2,223.94  
Beaver  5,912  $12,916,493   $2,184.79  
Emery  10,315  $21,418,671   $2,076.46  

Least Expensive Counties 
Weber  219,267  $106,153,262   $484.13  
Washington  128,931  $50,826,932   $394.22  
Cache  107,095  $38,966,946   $363.85  
Davis  283,521  $93,116,287   $328.43  
Utah  492,165  $142,727,204   $290.00  

Mean of all 29 Utah counties $519.64 
Median of all 29 Utah counties $1,134.10 

Cost of Counties Per Capita Cost of Cities (Population over 20,000) Per Capita 

Taxpayers Association Opposes Millard SD $38 Million June Bond 

To view the full report and the cost of your city or county government visit http://www.utahtaxpayers.org. 

   June bond elections result in half the voter turnout of November 
elections and should only be used in the rarest of circumstances. 
Despite Millard School District’s unique situation, it’s $38 million 
June bond proposal is not one of those circumstances.  
   Millard School District has been granted $9.7 million in tax-free 
bonds from the federal government with the stipulation that the 
bonds must be sold by the end of the year. Millard SD has 
determined that the greatest priority in their district is the 
rebuilding of Delta High School and Old Millard Junior High.   
   However, the total cost of the reconstruction far exceeds the $9.7 
million in federally backed bonds. As a result, Millard SD is 
asking taxpayers to approve $38 million more in bonds in a June 
election.  

   Millard SD’s $38 million proposal would result in a tax 
increase of $75 a year on an average home valued at $111,000. 
An average business with the same value would experience a 
$137 a year tax increase.  
   Millard SD insists that since the $9.7 million in tax-free 
bonds must be sold by the end of the year, June is their only 
option to ask taxpayers for the addition $38 million and still 
have time to sell the bonds. But, Millard SD can use the $9.7 
million (and begin selling the bonds now) for education 
repairs that can be completed within their budget with the 
contegency that voters can decide in November if the 
additional $38 million is necessary and worth the tax hike. 
   A November election does not have to hinder Millard SD 
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Teed Off On Taxes Golf Tournament 
Join the Utah Taxpayers Association for their annual “Teed 
Off On Taxes” Golf Tournament on Friday, June 10, 2011 at 

the Eaglewood Golf Course in North Salt Lake. 
Sponsorship opportunities are available.   

 

Compete for great prizes! 
 

Harley Davidson  
iFly Indoor Skydiving Passes  

FlowRider - The Ultimate Surf Machine Passes 
Harmons Cooking School Dinner for Group of 10 

Golf Drivers  
Gift Certificates 

 
   Register for the “Teed Off On Taxes” Golf Tournament by 

visiting www.utahtaxpayers.org, contacting Chase Everton at 
chase@utahtaxpayers.org or by calling (801) 972-8814. 

from selling $9.7 million in bonds. Voters can make the choice 
in November to spend just $9.7 million or expand the school 
district’s project by $38 million more. Most importantly, a 
November election will result in the most voters (and 

taxpayers) participating in the decision.  
   Bond elections throughout Utah have demonstrated that voter 
awareness and participation in June is half that of November 
elections. Recent elections in Nebo School District and Eagle 
Mountain have demonstrated the need to hold elections in 
November. 
   In 2009, Nebo School District held a June election for a $160 
million bond. Less than 10% of registered voters turned out and 
the bond passed by less than 125 votes. Residents of Nebo 
School District will be paying for the bond for the next five 
years because 3,133 voters approved a tax increase for over 
60,000 residents.   
   In Eagle Mountain’s June 2006 election, 760 voters cast ballots 
compared to November 2006 when over 1,800 turned out to 
vote. In 2008, a Presidential election year, the difference was 
even more startling. In June 2008, 515 voters, or 8 percent of 
registered voters, cast ballots while in November 2008 over 
4,800 voters, or 71 percent of registered voters, participated on 
Election Day.  
   Despite greater turnout and voter awareness in November, 
Millard School District is insisting on a June bond election when 
the fewest number of voters will participate in the election. 
Your Taxpayers Association strongly opposes this bond 
proposal. Voters should reject the Millard School District bond 
on June 28, 2011.  

 


