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Utah School District Comparison 2010 - 2011 
Every year your Utah Taxpayers Association collects the financial and statistical data for Utah's school districts and charter schools. 
This information compares the spending trends between districts and outlines how school districts spend taxpayer dollars. The 2010-
2011 report includes all 41 school districts and all charter school schools are grouped into one line item.  

Utah School District Comparison – Spending Categories 

1. “October 2010 Enrollment” includes all student enrollment. School districts are listed according to enrollment. 

2. “Instruction Services” includes salaries and benefits of teachers, substitutes, and aides; costs of teaching supplies, textbooks and materials.  

3. “Non-Instruction Services” includes salaries and benefits for guidance personnel, health and social workers, psychologists and secretarial 
staff. 

4. “Media Instruction” includes salaries and benefits of media (library) personnel and clerical help; costs of library books and audiovisual 
material. 

5. “School and District Administration” includes salaries and benefits of district administration, principals, business office, and secretarial 
support. 

6. “Plant Operation and Maintenance” includes salaries and benefits of custodial and maintenance services; costs of related materials and 
supplies. 

7. “Transportation” includes salaries and benefits of transportation drivers, mechanics and related personnel; costs related to busing students to 
and from school and school activities. 

8. “Total General Fund” includes the total expenses from all previous categories; instruction services, non-instruction services, media 
instruction, school and district administration, operation and maintenance and transportation.  

9. “Nutrition” includes the salaries and benefits of food service personnel, food costs, and costs related to student food preparation and service. 

10. “Interest” includes the interest paid on school district bonds. Excludes the bond principal repayment.  

11. “Facility Construction” includes the acquisition and construction of buildings; and amounts paid to non-payroll vendors to operate, repair, 
maintain or rent district property.  

12. “Total Spending” includes the total expenses from all student services, nutrition, interest, facility construction. Excludes non K-12 programs. 
 
Over the past ten years, per pupil spending has increased at a rate of 4.8% (unadjusted for inflation) and 2.2% (adjusted for inflation). 

Calculations by Utah Taxpayers Association based on data from Utah State Office of Education and Bureau of Labor Statistics 
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Utah School District Comparison 2010 – 2011 

Per Student Spending and District Finances 

Calculations by Utah Taxpayers Association based on data from Utah State Office of Education and the Utah State Tax Commission 
 

1. Districts are listed by enrollment in descending order. Enrollment excludes youth-in-custody (YIC). 

2. Facility lease/rental payments (90%) that officially appear in Fund 10 (General Fund) function 2600 facility O&M object 400 purchased property are treated as facility capital costs. 
3. To avoid double counting, construction expenses and interest are included, but bond principle payment is excluded. 
4. Teacher compensation includes salary and benefits. Statewide average is FTE-weighted median. 

5. Assessed valuation is adjusted for RDA diversions. 
6. Tax comparison excludes statewide basic levy of 0.001495. 
7. Grand totals are effective statewide averages. 
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FY 2010 – 2011 Utah Public Education Revenues 

Revenue Sources – Total Dollars 

  Property Taxes Other Local State Federal Total 

Operations $769,201,869 $193,646,347 $2,231,155,001 $413,301,581 $3,607,304,798 

Capital $571,828,196 $18,319,095 $14,509,299 $22,947,453 $627,604,043 

Nutrition   $65,464,916 $33,771,802 $118,408,820 $217,645,538 

Non K-12 $32,780,185 $14,201,949 $36,834,393 $23,098,198 $106,914,725 

Total $1,373,810,250 $291,632,307 $2,316,270,495 $577,756,052 $4,559,469,104 

Revenue Distribution by Source 

  
Property 
Taxes 

Other 
Local State Federal Total 

Operations 21% 5% 62% 11% 100% 

Capital 91% 3% 2% 4% 100% 

Nutrition 0% 30% 16% 54% 100% 

Non K-12 31% 13% 34% 22% 100% 

Total 30% 6% 51% 13% 100% 

Revenue per Student 

  
Property 
Taxes 

Other 
Local State Federal Total 

Operations $1,335 $336 $3,871 $717 $6,259 

Capital $992 $32 $25 $40 $1,089 

Nutrition   $114 $59 $205 $378 

Non K-12 $57 $25 $64 $40 $186 

Total $2,384 $506 $4,019 $1,002 $7,911 

Notes 
1. Calculations by Utah Taxpayers Association based on data from the Utah State Office of Education. 

2. Revenues on this page do not match expenditures from other pages since expenditures due to facility construction 
are incurred immediately and property taxes to retire construction bonds are received over several years. Additionally, 
expenditures may not match revenues since districts may use revenues to increase reserves or may use existing 
reserves to increase expenditures. 

3. Figures include district schools and charter schools. 

4. Operations include instruction, transportation, administration, facility maintenance, library and student services. 

5. Fund 32 (capital projects) expenditures that are used for operations are counted as operations revenues. 

6. To avoid double counting, bond revenues and building reserve revenues (Fund 40) are not included. 
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